DCYF

May 2, 2020
Dear Valued Foster Families,

As we move through these unchartered waters of the COVID-19 crisis, we continue to recognize the
unique challenges and struggles that you have faced over the past two months. Your incredible
dedication, and willingness to care for our children in need has not gone unnoticed. We wanted to take
this opportunity to provide some additional information and resources for you.

Babysitting Reimbursement for April

The state has established emergency financial support for babysitting, to reimburse foster families for
child care expenses for foster children related to COVID 19, that are not covered through unemployment
assistance. This financial support will cover child care expenses incurred from April 1, 2020 to April 30,
2020. Requests for April MUST be submitted NO LATER THAN May 15, 2020. To request reimbursement,
you must complete the attached Request for Reimbursement Attestation. Completed forms may be sent
via email to DCYF.Licensing@dcyf.ri.gov or you may mail this form to:

Emergency Child Care Financial Support

101 Friendship Street, 4" floor

Providence, RI 02903

(Please note that paper forms that are mailed may result in a longer processing time)

Babysitting Reimbursement for May
Emergency child care financial support for the month of May has not yet been approved. We will be in
touch with you as soon as possible when we learn more about the plans for May.

Foster Parent Trainings

In April, we held two online training opportunities for foster parents (Supporting Meaningful
Visitation and Caring Through Coronavirus, tip sheet is attached). If there are other training
opportunities that you would like to see, please let us know!

Food Resources
We understand that in these difficult times, with food costs and the ability to find food being somewhat
limited. Please contact your caseworker or DCYF.Licensing@dcyf.ri.gov if you are in need of emergency
support. DHS has sent out information related to access to SNAP benefits for children receiving free and
reduced lunch, and the state also has a variety of resources to help support your family:

1. https://movementgroundfarm.wordpress.com/

2. www.farmfreshri.org

3. Rl Delivers:_http://oha.ri.gov/deliveryoptions/

Family Grants Available
The Rhode Island Foundation and the United Way of Rhode Island jointly established the “RI COVID-19
Response Fund” to support non-profit organizations with funding as a result of the Coronavirus. Foster
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Forward and The Village for RI Foster and Adoptive Families collaborated together and have been
approved to provide direct financial assistance to foster, kinship, adoptive and guardianship families in
RI. The Village will oversee $39,000.00 for direct support (between 5$50.00-5250.00 per family) for food
and basic needs, housing and other bills, help with accessing/maintaining WiFi for remote learning for
children and emergency respite support. Please visit https://www.rivillage.org/emergency-funding-
grant-application for more information and to apply.

Support Groups

Two of our amazing community partners, The Village for Rl Foster and Adoptive Families and Adoption
Rhode Island are hosting support groups for foster and adoptive families. Please visit their Facebook
pages for more

information: https://www.facebook.com/thevillageri123/ & https://www.facebook.com/AdoptionRlI

Lastly, https://health.ri.gov/covid/ has a vast number of resources. Again, we thank you for your
partnership and for your inspiring dedication to our children.

Thank you,
The DCYF Team
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Queridas familias de crianza,

A medida que pasamos la crisis de COVID-19, continuamos reconociendo los desafios y luchas Unicos
que ha enfrentado en los ultimos dos meses. Su increible dedicacién y disposicidn para cuidar a nuestros
nifios necesitados no han pasado desapercibidas. Queriamos aprovechar esta oportunidad para
brindarle informacidn y recursos adicionales.

Reembolso de nifiera para Abril

El estado ha establecido un apoyo financiero de emergencia para el cuidado de nifios, para reembolsar a
las familias de acogida los gastos de cuidado de nifios relacionados con COVID 19, que no estan
cubiertos por la asistencia por desempleo. Este apoyo financiero cubrira los gastos de cuidado de nifios
incurridos desde el 1 de Abril de 2020 hasta el 30 de Abril de 2020. Las solicitudes de Abril DEBEN
presentarse NO MAS TARDE QUE EL 15 de Mayo de 2020. Para solicitar el reembolso, debe completar la
Solicitud de certificacidon de reembolso adjunta. Los formularios completos se pueden enviar por correo
electrdnico a DCYF.Licesing@dcyf.ri.gov o puede enviar este formulario por correo a:

Emergency Child Care Financial Support

101 Friendship Street, 4*" floor

Providence, RI 02903

(Tenga en cuenta que los formularios en papel que se envian pueden resultar en un tiempo de
procesamiento mds largo)

Reembolso de nifiera para Mayo

El apoyo financiero de cuidado infantil de emergencia para el mes de Mayo alun no ha sido aprobado.
Nos pondremos en contacto con usted lo antes posible cuando sepamos mas sobre los planes para
Mayo.

Entrenamientos para padres de crianza

En abril, realizamos dos oportunidades de capacitacién en linea para padres adoptivos (Apoyo a las
visitas significativas y Cuidado a través del coronavirus, se adjunta una hoja de consejos). Si le gustaria
ver otras oportunidades de capacitacion, iinférmenos! Por favor también explore estos recursos.

Recursos alimenticios
Entendemos que en estos tiempos dificiles, los costos de los alimentos y la capacidad de encontrar
alimentos son algo limitados. Comuniquese con su trabajador social o DCYF.Licensing@dcyf.ri.gov si
necesita ayuda de emergencia. EI DHS ha enviado informacidn relacionada con el acceso a los beneficios
de SNAP para los nifios que reciben almuerzo gratis o a precio reducido, y el estado también tiene una
variedad de recursos para ayudar a mantener a su familia:

1. https://movementgroundfarm.wordpress.com/

2. https://www.farmfreshri.org/sobrenosotros/

3. RI Delivers: http://oha.ri.gov/deliveryoptions/

Becas familiares disponibles

La Fundacion Rhode Island y United Way of Rhode Island establecieron conjuntamente el “Fondo de
Respuesta RI COVID-19” para apoyar a organizaciones sin fines de lucro con fondos como resultado del
Coronavirus. Foster Forward y The Village for Rl Foster and Adoptive Families colaboraron juntas y han
sido aprobadas para proporcionar asistencia financiera directa a familias de crianza, parentesco,
adoptivas y de tutela en RI. The Village supervisard S 39,000.00 para asistencia directa (entre $ 50.00- S
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250.00 por familia) para alimentos y necesidades basicas, vivienda y otras facturas, ayuda para acceder /
mantener WiFi para el aprendizaje remoto para nifios y asistencia de emergencia.

Visite https://www.rivillage.org/emergency-funding-grant-application para obtener mas informacién y
presentar una solicitud.

Grupos de apoyo

Dos de nuestros increibles socios comunitarios, The Village for Rl Foster and Adoptive Families y
Adoption Rhode Island estan organizando grupos de apoyo para familias de crianza y adoptivas. Visite
sus paginas de Facebook para obtener mas

informacién: https://www.facebook.com/thevillageri123/ y https://www.facebook.com/AdoptionRI

Por ultimo, https://health.ri.gov/covid/ tiene una gran cantidad de recursos. Nuevamente, le
agradecemos su colaboracidn y su dedicacion inspiradora a nuestros nifos.

Gracias,
el equipo de DCYF
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